Rural Life in England

The English are strongly gifted with the rural feeling. They possess a quick sensibility
to the beauties of nature, and a keen relish for the pleasures and employments of the country.
Even the inhabitants of cities, born and brought up among brick walls and bustling streets,
enter with facility into rural habits, and evince a tact for rural occupation. The merchant has
his snug retreat in the vicinity of the metropolis, where he often displays as much pride and
zeal in the cultivation of his flower-garden, and the maturing of his fruits, as he does in the
conduct of his business, and the success of a commercial enterprise. Even those less fortunate
individuals, who are doomed to pass their lives in the midst of din and traffic, contrive to
have something that shall remind them of the green aspect of nature. In the most dark and
dingy quarters of the city, the drawing-room window resembles frequently a bank of flowers;
every spot capable of vegetation has its grass-plot and flower-bed; and every square its mimic
park, laid out with picturesque taste, and gleaming with refreshing verdure.

The residence of people of fortune and refinement in the country, has diffused a degree
of taste and elegance in rural economy that descends to the lowest class. The very laborer,
with his thatched cottage and narrow slip of ground, attends to their embellishment. The
trim hedge, the grass-plot before the door, the little flower-bed bordered with snug box, the
woodbine trained up against the wall, and hanging its blossoms about the lattice; the pot of
flowers in the window; the holly, providently planted about the house, to cheat winter of its
dreariness, and to throw in a semblance of green summer to cheer the fireside; all these
bespeak the influence of taste, flowing down from high sources, and pervading the lowest
levels of the public mind. If ever Love, as poets sing, delights to visit a cottage, it must be the
cottage of an English peasant.

The fondness for rural life among the higher classes of the English has had a great and
salutary effect upon the national character. I do not know a finer race of men than the
English gentlemen. They exhibit a union of elegance and strength, a robustness of frame and
freshness of complexion, which I am inclined to attribute to their living so much in the open
air, and pursuing so eagerly the invigorating recreations of the country.

In rural occupation, there is nothing mean and debasing. It leads a man forth among
scenes of natural grandeur and beauty; it leaves him to the workings of his own mind,
operated upon by the purest and most elevating of external influences. Such a man may be
simple and rough, but he cannot be vulgar. The man of refinement, therefore, finds nothing
revolting in an intercourse with the lower orders in rural life, as he does when he casually
mingles with the lower orders of cities. He lays aside his distance and reserve, and is glad to
waive the distinctions of rank, and to enter into the honest, heartfelt enjoyments of common
life. Indeed, the very amusements of the country bring, men more and more together; and
the sound of hound and horn blend all feelings into harmony.
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